April 22, 2008

that this Congress is allowed to con-
vene on yet another day to come, may
that be the day when we finally hear
the cries of the innocent unborn chil-
dren, and may that be the day when we
find the humanity, the courage, and
the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to
protect the least of these, our tiny
American brothers and sisters, from
this murderous scourge upon our Na-
tion called abortion on demand.

Mr. Speaker, this is April 22, 2008,
12,874 days since Roe versus Wade first
stained the very foundations of this
Nation with the blood of its own chil-
dren, and this in the land of the free
and the home of the brave.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SOLIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. SOLIS addressed the House. Her
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ZIMBABWE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROYCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, there is an
issue of critical concern to the human
rights movement around the world and
a critical concern to the continent of
Africa. And it is because tonight, I just
want to report, that the country of
Zimbabwe is in very, very grim and
dire shape. President Robert Mugabe
has plundered his country, driving it to
ruin. And you know a little bit about
the violence that you have seen on tel-
evision over the last 72 hours. A once
prosperous economy has been dev-
astated by misrule; inflation is running
at 200,000 percent per year, and life ex-
pectancy there has been driven down to
a mere 34 years.

This was once a major agricultural
exporter to the rest of Africa, but
many Zimbabweans are now facing
starvation because Mugabe has Kicked
productive farmers off his land. His re-
gime has used food as a weapon; he re-
wards backers; he starves and punishes
opponents. As Karl Marx said: Those
who will not obey will not eat.

Today, after 28 years of misrule,
Mugabe is trying to steal the election,
cracking heads to extend his reign. De-
feated at the ballot box, the regime has
simply refused to release official elec-
tion results. And, instead, what has it
done? It has stepped up its violence
against the people across the country-
side. It has arrested and Kkilled its po-
litical opponents. 3,000 families have
been forced from their homes. The tor-
ture chambers are full. Human rights
groups report on those dead and those
tortured to death. Ominously, the re-
gime has charged the opposition presi-
dential candidate with treason, and we
know what that means, a charge that
could signal the beginning of massive
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violence against the majority that sup-
ported the movement for democratic
change.

We should remember that this is the
same Robert Mugabe that engineered a
massacre in Southern Zimbabwe in
Matabeleland in the early 1980s, and he
used North Korean troops, North Ko-
rean trained troops. Those in the coun-
tryside can show you the wells, as they
showed us, where those North Korean
troops of the fifth brigade directed the
local villagers be thrown down alive
down those wells and be Kkilled. And
that spate of killing took thousands
and thousands of lives across the coun-
try. So, this is an autocrat who has
stopped at nothing. And he has allies.

As we speak, a Chinese freighter is
adrift somewhere off the western coast
of Africa looking for a friendly port to
unload a shipment destined for
Zimbabwe. And in the hull of that ship
is 3 million rounds of AK-47 ammo,
1,500 rounds of 40 millimeter rockets,
2,703 rounds of 60 millimeter mortar
bombs. This cargo could quickly turn
Zimbabwe into a killing field.

China has played a similar role else-
where, fueling other African violence,
showing contempt for African lives. It
provided the machetes to the Hutu mi-
litia to carry out its 1994 genocide. Bei-
jing is arming the government in
Sudan, which is committing genocide
in Darfur with those weapons. It does
this for political influence and Beijing
does it for economic gain, especially oil
and mineral wealth. China is currently
Zimbabwe’s largest investor and second
largest trading partner, where it se-
cures much needed natural resources
for China. But it is also its armory.

But the thing I have to reported to-
night is that China is running into
roadblocks, because last week South
African port and truck workers refused
to move this 70-ton weapons shipment
to Zimbabwe. They were made aware of
it by an investigative journalist. Their
strike was backed by the South African
union movement which said: South Af-
rica cannot be seen to be facilitating
the flow of weapons into Zimbabwe at
a time when there is a political dispute
and a volatile situation.

The spokesman was being diplomatic.
South African labor has been one of the
few to pointedly and vocally criticize
Mugabe’s tyranny. They despise the ty-
rant to their north and they called for
an international boycott of this ship.
And this is an inspiring event.

In the early 1970s, a labor leader at a
Polish port stood up as well. Lech
Walesa faced off against Soviet tyr-
anny, demanding democracy and free-
dom for his native Poland.

This week, South African port work-
ers said they weren’t going to play any
role in Mugabe’s next slaughter. Their
action hasn’t brought down a tyranny,
but it may have been the beginning of
one’s fall. For years, Mr. Speaker,
neighboring countries have set back
applauding Mugabe despite the many
Zimbabweans he has beaten and killed.
The South African government has
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been an offender in this. It has even
given Mugabe means of cover. Presi-
dent Thabo Mbeki recently called the
election normal, and denied the crisis
in Zimbabwe. His government would
have allowed the Chinese armed ship-
ment to transit South Africa, but
China decided to avoid the hassle at
South African ports. This diplomatic
support from South Africa and others
has bolstered Mugabe at home. But, in
the meantime, the neighbors have
taken their lead. Their opposition has
snowballed: Mozambique has said no.
Namibia has said no. We hope tomor-
row Angola says no, and sends this ship
laden with its weapons back to China.

———
O 2000

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT
WILLIAM ALLMON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, today
the residents of Floyd County, Georgia
are saying goodbye to a native son who
died while bravely serving his Nation
in Iraq. Sergeant William Elliot
Allmon was killed in action on April
12, 2008 outside of Baghdad, after his
vehicle encountered an IED, an impro-
vised explosive device.

Last night, I joined Sergeant Will
Allmon’s family, friends, and sup-
porters at his visitation to honor the
life of this brave soldier. He was re-
membered as a man of the highest
character whose receipt of two Army
commendation medals, an Army
achievement medal, a combat action
badge are testament to the supreme
sense of duty he felt to his country and
to his brothers in arms, his comrades.
Most importantly, he was remembered
as a first-born son, a father, and grand-
son whose contagious smile brought a
sense of warmth to those in his pres-
ence.

Born and raised in Floyd County,
Georgia, Will joined the National
Guard at age 17 before going full active
duty in 2003. After serving one tour in
Iraq, and even being wounded, Sergeant
Allmon selflessly decided to return to
the war zone for a second tour, from
which his unit will return home this
summer.

His whole mission in Iraq centered on
keeping his fellow soldiers safe, risking
his life for the sake of others. Sergeant
Allmon served as a combat engineer for
the Army, where he specialized in
building protective structures for
friendly forces and destroying protec-
tive structures for the enemy.

I think his mom put it best when she
said, ‘“‘He was a leader who was looked
up to by other soldiers. He was a loyal
soldier who went beyond the call of

duty.”
Sergeant Allmon leaves behind his
wife, Jennifer; his 3-year-old son,

Damien; an 1ll-year-old stepson, Jason
Luke Johnson; his mother, Donna For-
tune; his father, William Allmon; his



